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VISPKUN, WILLOW CRE:K, MANTON LAEE
NaTICHAL TLDLIFE REFUGES
Narrative Report
Januery 1 - April 30, 19857

I. OWMTRAL

Only one trip was made to these three areas
during the jpast four months, This was during the third
veek in /pril, The weather was dry and from =all
appesrences very iittle precipitation hen fallen on
any of these refugees during the winter monthe, flight
in 2 helicopter woe mude over nll three nrens snd wn
atterpt wes made to obtain useful informstion regarding
the wildlife pre ent., At Nenton lLake no birds or other
forms of wildlife was coboerved, The luke bed was so
dry thet the pllot landed the helicopter in the midéle
of the refuge and we .0t out to obmerve the cracks in
the serth osused by the dearth of molsture, /ntelope
and white-tailed decr were observed in the verv ne:r
environa of ‘oth rishkun and illow Creek, but none
were seen on the refuge proper aut either pluce, ater~
fowl were observed and estimeted on both Iishkun ond
illow Cre-k.

lleather Conditons. The following toble will pive »n

idea as to geneml westher conditions experienced in

the vicinity of these three refuses for the past four
months, Thip dute was obtained froo the ffieisl wecther
burecy stotion ot Chotecu, ontuna,

Max, in,.

1987 _nowfell Frecipitotion _"_%.. % .

Tanuary 12.5" o

“ebrunry Gad™ o0 59 - 0

Muroh S407 21 61 » -

april 40" o 5% 79 14
Totul BLE" 1.44 79 -7

nter Conditions, /8 wos mentioned in the opening

peragraph the weler conditions for this entire srec

has been ratier poor, As far ms woterfowl are concerned
there is wmple water in both ishkun and "illow Creck
rece volirs for their needs, On Penton luke the only
mater wiich has ever been availuble to weterfowl

during sny portion of this period wes o small smount

in the ditch near the extrere western end of the refuge,
This was *he result of melting snow =nd a very small
amount ofru.off. This nmolsture lustoed for only o short
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tirme. There are two weter holes for stock which have
weter in them, but no birda were observed on either of
these two areds,

The following tebles will give a genersl idev s
to water conditions at Pishkun «nd ililow Creek
reservoirs.

FIOHIUN

Ind of: 1967 1983 19080 Yean
imuﬁn 4.-3.3 -m-U ﬁa.ﬂ mo- “&I lé 504 4362.,1
February 4358.9 4360.,0 435061 .5 4363.1 4060.7 4200 .¢ 4361 .9
March 4A558.9 4007 4362,0 4363.0 4360.7 465,00 4361.5
April $36) 48 4000 ok 43020 ATB5.0 430046 40547 4763.5
Crest of Upillway 4374,0' Pottom of Outlet 43:2,0°

I1LOu OREFX

End of: 1957 1866 1998 1983 1682 HO&D
Janus ry ﬁ 3D 3-38.0 u 305 I 5.1 W.‘? ‘iwo‘ 4135,3
February 4130.6 4158.,0 415640 4137.P ‘lur o AlU6,0 4136,1
.‘\1\1‘11 4).36.6 ‘139.1 4137,8 6158.6 4139.1 413,1 4)138,.°
Crest of Spillway 4142.0' Bottom of Outlet 4085,0¢

On pril 19 e serial census of all three refuces
was made and & number of birde were observad on hoth
Fishkun cnd illow Creek refuges, lome were seen on
Benton lLuke, Canedn geere were obeerved on btoth resere

"wvoirs und they all appesred to be paired off and stnrted
nesting, They all appesred to huve well defined terri-
tories where they were holding, No nests were cctuclly
seen from the sir, On Vi low Creek there wore approxire
ately 20 pairs of gecse, '8 O Coots, and 2000 ducke
observed, The duoks were mostly Vallords with » numter
of Beldputes, Finteils, “hovellers, cnd Nlueewinsed
Ml t#lsc noted, On Iishkun spproximetely 19 peirs of

t8@ were seen aa well s 1200 ducks, mostly W=lls rds
with e fev Pinteils snd "mldpates sl‘ao present, and
sporoximstely 500 gulls,

OTHER ITRMS

Hopee are high that some development will be
cocomplished on Penton Loke this coming Fiseel yecr,
Tumors sre Tlying thick rnd fast nround Cascade county
regardin: the poseibvilities of Congress sppropriating
some money to sturt this project noving, No €efineate
word ha been received ud to the subetantiution of sny
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of these rumors, but it is sincerely hoped Ly ever one
concerned that they sre true, Many people feel that if
tids ares were fully developed it would be the hect
woterfoul refuge in the stute and poeesibly in this
sovtion of the United Stutes,

Nespectfully submitted,

Moy 7, 1957 Grover ¥, Elgan, 7 Yenager

fpproveds ate:
John X. Sehwartz, Refuse Munager

pproved: Nates
resionel Director
Fish snd 4ldlife lervice
egion One, Portlané, Oregon




